The So-called German Conspiracies
The first of these is the action of Werner Horn, a retired German
o3icer, which gained us for the first time the opprobrious epithet
of " dynamiters." Horn, of whose presence in America I was not
aware until the story of his crime appeared in the papers, con-
trived in February, 1915, to blow up a .railway bridge near
Vaneboro, in the territory of Canada, on the line running
through the State of Maine to Halifax. Apparently he believed,
as did many other people, that this railway was being utilized
for the transport of Canadian troops. As the act was quite
senseless, and could at worst only have held up traffic for a few
hours, Captain von Papen saw no objection to advancing to
Horn, who was without means, a sum sufficient to pay the fees
of his defending counsel. To the best of my knowledge Horn
was simply kept under observation for some time, and it was
only after America's entry into the war that he was sentenced
to a term of imprisonment for a breach of the regulations with
regard to the transport of explosives (he had apparently carried
his dynamite with him in a hand-bag).
Of the three attempts at sabotage in Canada, the Welland
Canal affair caused at the time the greatest sensation in New
York, The Welland Canal connects Lake Ontario with Lake
Erie, west of Niagara Falls, i.e., through Canadian territory,
and it is a highway for all seaborne traffic on the great lakes,
and particularly for the transport of corn to the coast. It was,
therefore, considered advantageous from a military point of
view to attempt the destruction of the canaL This had ap-
parently already been projected in September by a German
adventurer, calling himself Horst von der Goltz, but for some
unexplained reason the idea had been abandoned at the last
moment*
Captain Hans Tauschet, Krupps' representative in New
York, was charged in 1916 with having supplied dynamite for
this scheme, but was acquitted, on his calling evidence to prove
that he had no knowledge of the use which was to be made of
the explosive.
The first information that I had about the attempt on the
Welland Canal was the report of the proceedings against Captain
99                                  7*